
7 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATE HTAB?LITY L *** 

(Chapter II of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) [ WIPO 



PCT 



(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 



International application No. 
PCT7EP2004/006428 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Form PCT>IPEA/416 



International filing date (dayAnonthfyear) 
11.06.2004 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
01.07.2003 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
B63H9/10 



Applicant 

RAIMONDO, Antonio 



This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
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Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section *«£X^ m Su PP^ntal 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



13 Box No. I 

□ Box No. II 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ Box No. IV 
S Box No. V 

□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 

□ Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 
applicability, citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 • S3 S S&KK^uSCtt ft? ° n *» in * Smataal ,he «-W >" *** ,, was 

° »h^„^ «-,„ g ,angua 9e . 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55 3) 



Description, Pages 

1 " 7 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-13 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/5 " 6yB as originally filed 



□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 



3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may he marked "superseded. ■ 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive ste D or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement '"ventive ste p or industrial 

1. Statement " "~ 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 



The application refers to the field of boom vangs for sail boats. Boom vangs provide a 
fixed setting in height for the boom so it can be raised and lowered into a position that 
optimizes the curvature of the sail under different wind conditions and also enables the 
sailor to set the boom's height under different circumstances as, for example, when 
laying at anchor if a more comfortable living space is necessary in the cockpit. 

The closest state of the art is considered to be the document US 4 406 240 which 
discloses a boom vang with two telescopic pipes outwardly biased by an internal spring 
and where the length of said boom can be adjusted by pulling from a rope that, through 
a set of pulleys will compress the telescoping assembly to the desired length and 
therefore, provide a height setting for the boom. A traveller provides a sliding 
connection of the vang to the boom. 

For the proper functioning of the assembly, a close fit is required for the telescoping 
pipes. Under the normal circumstances of use of a sailboat, salty spray, sand and 
corrosion act together to destroy the fit, which will seriously hamper the ability of the 
vang to hold the boom at the desired position. 

This problem is solved by the features of the characterizing parts of independent claims 
1 and 10. These claims describe two different means to move a traveller that slides 
under the boom, towards the mast or away from it. Said traveller is articulated to one 
end of a rigid inextensible vang whose other end is connected to the mast. These 
features give a rigid vang the possibility of setting the height of the boom. This 
possibility constitutes a common inventive concept for claims 1 and 10. 

The available prior art neither discloses nor suggests such a combination of features 
and therefore the application complies with the requirements for novelty and inventive 
step of Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 
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